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Press Information 2025 
 

Area Composing – Audiovisual Art for Urban Space 
 

Unique video-sound installations 

Area Composings are audiovisual installations of extremely slow merging images and a purpose-
composed sound. Each video-sound installation is specially composed for the performance site.  

The media artists Peter Hölscher, Ronald Gaube and Dorothee Pilavas record the images and sounds 
of the location with cameras, recording devices and all their senses and unite them to an audiovisual 
artwork. The sound reacts to the images – the images interpret the sound. The result is an 
inseparable combination of light art and sound art. 

 

Digital art with innovative projection mapping 

Area Composing is digital art combined with innovative projection mapping. Precisely matched to the 
respective performance site, the media installations change the perception of buildings, squares or 
spaces and transform them into urban screens.  

Under bridges, on facades, in squares, in parks, on the water or in churches, museums, theatres, 
foyers, waiting rooms, showrooms – in public spaces the video-sound installations become 
audiovisual interventions, turn the audience into participants and invite them to interact. 

 

Media art for immersing and slowing down 

Unlike the often loud and fast urban screen projections or certain agitated light installations, an Area 
Composing has a decelerating, sometimes even contemplative effect. This is created by the perfect 
interplay of image and sound. The eye is almost unable to grasp the seemingly imperceptible changes 
in the extremely slow merging images. No sooner has the eye fixed on a detail than it dissolves again.  

This creates a completely different way of seeing, which deepens perception and allows the viewer to 
become truly immersed. The sound adds an emotional level of perception and triggers fantasies. 
Images arise in the mind in addition to the visible images – a profound moment of letting go and 
slowing down. 
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The artist group Area Composer 
 
We are travellers. We are attracted by interesting places. Far away or nearby. Powerful, energised 

places or inconspicuous corners with a humble magic – they always affect us in their own way, 
inspiring our artistic response to them and making them equally unique. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Peter Hölscher, born in Düsseldorf, studied Visual Communication at the Düsseldorf University of 

Applied Sciences, graduated in 1988 with Prof. Uwe Lösch  

Ronald Gaube, born in Düsseldorf, studied at the Kunstakademie Düsseldorf, studied Visual 

Communication at the FH Düsseldorf, graduated in 1991 with Prof. Dieter Glasmacher  

Dorothee Pilavas, born in Stuttgart, studied rhetoric, modern German literature and economics in 

Berlin and Tübingen, M.A. 1991  
 

Since meeting at a seminar for free painting (Prof Glasmacher) in Portugal in 1987, Hölscher/Gaube 
have been working on joint projects in the visual arts and music:  

• Foundation of the artist group "Schwerkraft"  

• Joint studios in Düsseldorf and Leverkusen, including Die Villa, Schweinestall Schloss Garath, 

Reuschenberger Mühle  

• Organisation of events in the fields of visual arts and music  

• Founding of the joint design studio Umbra in Düsseldorf (1999), working on the border between art 
and design and beyond  

• Development of the digital art form "Area Composing", formation of the artist group "Area Composer" 

(2010): Peter Hölscher (conception, composition image), Ronald Gaube (conception, composition 

music) and since 2015 Dorothee Pilavas (conception, project management)  
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Main Projects 
 

WHEELS – Tribute to Drivers – 2025 
Performance at GOLDSTÜCKE, light and media art festival in Gelsenkirchen 
 
Millions of trucks roll across our roads every day. Truckers and couriers supply us with everything we need to 
live, but their working conditions are tough. With this video sound installation, we want to show them our 
appreciation and raise awareness of the drivers' situation. 
 

 
 
Thousands of visitors of the light and media art festival GOLDSTÜCKE experienced the installation as a 
projection on a parked truck on Springeplatz in Gelsenkirchen-Buer. 
 

     
© Martin Schmüdderich                © Martin Schmüdderich   
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EMPATHY – 2024 
Installation at the Avenue of Nations, Buchenwald Memorial 
 
With EMPATHY, Area Composer won the competition for the Genius Loci Weimar Festival 2024, which took 
place in this year at the Buchenwald Memorial. Tens of thousands of visitors experienced the video-sound-
installation over three nights in late summer 2024. 
 

 

    
© Tristan Vostry                    © Tristan Vostry 

 
EMPATHY transforms the 300-meter-long Avenue of Nations into a human path of destiny. As we walk along the 
18 pylons, we are immersed in an imaginary world of images and sounds. The victims of Buchenwald seem to 
emerge from the anonymous stone and make contact with us. However, their message of ‘never again’ has not 
been fulfilled to this day. The confrontation with the themes of exclusion, persecution and flight creates broad 
spaces for emotions and self-reflection.  
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SENSOR BERLIN – Signals from the Teufelsberg – 2024 
Shown at the Filmgarten Berlin - Festival for New Film Art 
 
SENSOR BERLIN was shown for the first time at Filmgarten Berlin, the festival for new film art, in a multiplex 
cinema on Berlin's Alexanderplatz. There it was honoured with the Jury's Choice Award.  
 

 
 
SENSOR BERLIN functions like a melting pot of everything we perceived and felt during our visit to the 
abandoned American radar station on Berlin's Teufelsberg. The Area Composing makes Berlin’s history from the 
Second World War to the city’s current pulse palpable. 
 

 
 
There are plans to show SENSOR BERLIN in one of the domes on Teufelsberg as part of a live event.  
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SILENCE – 2021/22 
Sonic image from the Augustinian Monastery Erfurt 
 
Around 10,000 people watched the installation during six winter weeks in the Augustinian Church in Erfurt, 
Germany, experiencing the advent season in a different way. 
 

 
 
SILENCE is not only a portrait of the Augustinian monastery, but also leads the viewer through squares and 
alleys to other significant buildings in the city. Mapping software was used to adapt the images precisely to the 
shape of the walls so that it filled the entire choir room of the Church. Three high-performance projectors on 
the gallery enabled the 270-degree projection. To ensure that the historic choir windows remain visible even in 
the dark, they became part of the composition as a separate image layer. The sounds were played over the 
church’s own sound system and unfold in three-dimensional sound characteristics. 
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AXIS 1.0 – 2019 
Sonic image sculpture in urban space of Dortmund 
 
AXIS 1.0 tells the city history of Dortmund, Germany, using selected exhibits from the Museum of Art and 
Cultural History. It was projected onto the steel sculpture »Chip« in front of the museum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  © Annette Liese 

 
During eight nights in summer 2019, the media installation transformed the passageway in front of the museum 
into a place of contemplation and communication, thus creating a new urban space. People reacted 
spontaneously and in many different ways to the installation, that created the impression that the images and 
sounds arise from the sculpture itself – as if there were no technique at all. To achieve this, we placed the entire 
projection and control technology inside the museum and the speakers under the sculpture for an invisible 360-
degree sound system.  
 

 © Annette Liese  
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PHARUS – 2018 
Lighthouse project in the Mariendom Neviges 
 
In November 2018, 2000 people experienced the most intensive Area Composing in the cathedral Mariendom 
Neviges, Germany, an icon of brutalist architecture built by Gottfried Böhm in the 1960s. 
 

 
 

    
 
The 720 square meters folded and fissured wall of the sanctuary became a powerful projection screen for our 
Area Composing. Four laser projectors, each equipped with an output of 20,000 ANSI lumens let the colours 
shine with an enormous brilliance on the rough concrete. We made the cathedral tremble with a 13-channel 
sound installation and 20 playback stations, consisting of 30 loudspeakers and 3 relay stations, including the 
play of the organ.  
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Our Services 
 

• Artistic conception 

• Performance conception 
• Image and sound recordings 

• Composition Liquid Image and Soundscape 
• Technical planning  

• Technical implementation in co-operation with a proven service partner (MX Wendler) 

• Press and public relations 
• Cooperation with local actors 

• Documentation 
 
 

Contact  
 
Area Composer  
 
Office: 
Mankhauser Str. 1  
42699 Solingen / Germany 
 
Studio: 
Reuschenberger Mühle 
Alte Garten 61 
51371 Leverkusen / Germany 
 
info@area-composer.de  

 
Dorothee Pilavas: +49-1522-8619131  
Ronald Gaube: +49-170-7528204  
Peter Hölscher: +49-175-2418227 
 
Website https://www.area-composer.de  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/area.composer.projects  

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/areacomposer/  
 
 
All photos in this document can be provided in high quality. 

© Area Composer 
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